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The PRESIDENT tcok the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-—PARES AND RESERVES
ACT,

Hon. J. CORNELL (without mnotice)
asked the Chief Secrctary: As the Parks and
Reserves Aet, 1895, has not been amended
sinece its assent 43 years ago, and as leave to
introduce an amending Bill was given by
the House six weeks ago, will the Minister so
arrange the notiee paper as to allow of the

Qﬁﬂﬂ""‘ ”ﬂ""““‘" of the E.!n bclua disciosed
during this wncl\?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: Yes,
we shall probably have an opportunity this
afterncon.

BILL—ALSATIAN DOG ACT
AMENDMENT.

Read a third fime and passed.

BILL—NORTHAM MUNICIPALITY
LOAN AUTHORISATION.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 289th September.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-Fast)
[4.41]: This Bill seems to he one of those
innocuons and innoecent measures that are
brought before us from time to time to make
it a little more difficult for people to earn
a living. Recently an amendment of the Fac-
tories and Shops Act was submitted for the
consideration of the House, by which it was
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sought to reduce the number of workers to
constitute a factory. Now we have before
us a Bill that proposes to reduce from six
or more to four or more, the number of per-
sons who shall constitute a boarding-house,
thus rendering conditions more diffi-
cult for those people who are placed in the
unfortunate position of having to keep a few
hoarders to make a living. I am really sur-
prised at the Government’s introducing a
measure of this kind. One really wonders
whether there are not matters of graver im-
portanee with whieh the Govermment ought
to deal.  Should the time of members be
taken up in considering whether or not we
shall eircumseribe people or prevent them
from earning a living?

Unfortunately, the majority of people who
are compelied to take in boarders are prob-
ably women who have lost their hreadwin-
ners, or whose hushands are invalids and so
unahle to earn sufficient money to maintain
the home. The only way in which these un-
fortunate people ean earn a ¢rust seems to
he by taking in a few boarders. This Bill
proposes to make if still more difficult for
those unfortunates to earn enough to keep
the wolf from the door. As T said, T am
amazed at the Government introdueing the
Bili when there is so much to do to open up
and develop the State and to provide em-
ployment for men seeking it. This is another
of those measures by which the Government
secks to filch from the people the right to
carn 8 reasonable living under methods by
which this State and Australia as a whole
have been built up. To-dav we say, “You
eannot worl unless vou subseribe to eertain
funds. Yon eannot work except under cer-
tain reeulations.” Now we are asked to deal
with the poor, unfortunate widow who is
strugeling to keep a rnof over her head. The
Government seriously asks this House to
pass a  measure providing that if a
person keeps four hoarders, that person must
comply with the eonditions governing people
who ecater for a greater number. T agree
that reasonable and proper conditions are
nrovided for thaze people who keep large
hoarding-houses and hotels and employ o
eonsiderable number of workers,

Hon. H. Tuckev: There is
prevent that now.

Hon. A, THOMSOXN: T am quite in
accord with that. hat I cannot agres to a
measure that will impose restrictions upon
people strugeling te make a bare living.

nothing o
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The proposal is to limit the number of
boarders to four. That will impose condi-
tions which will make very diffienit the task
of the person having, say, six boarders in
earrying on business. Perhaps T may be see-
ing what is fermed a nigger in the woodpile.
Possibly what is hehind the Bill is the inten-
tion to give eertain organisers an oppor-
tunity to enter such boarding houses and
. impose additional restrictions and econdi-
tions.

The Chief Secretary: You have an nctive
imagination to-night!

Hon. A, THOMSOX: Sometimes my
imagination does prove froitful, and in the
end proves true.

The Chief Secretary: You arve wrong this
time.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I may be wrong.
Just recently T noticed in the Press that a
boarding house at Wiluna complying with
all conditions of unionism had heen visited
by a ccrtain organiser. The proprietor is,
I believe, not too popular with the Labour
movement. The resnlt of the visit was that
the establishment was definitely closed for a
period. It has since re-opened, but the
owner has received no redress. The place
was oeeupied by 40 or 50 men, but these had
to leave hecansc the organiser desired to im-
pose certain conditions to which the owner
refused to subseribe. The temporary closing
of his establishment caused him serions loss
for which he has no redress whatever. With-
out looking for any niggers in wood piles,
one is obliged to view the Bill with sns-
pieion. In introducing the measure the
Honorary Minister stated that numerous re-
quests for this legislation had been received,
but he did not state how many requests or
where they came from. I care not where
they came from or in what numbers. T am
determined that no wote of mine shall
hamper a poor woman whe has to make her
living by keeping boarders, Therefore I
oppose the Bill.

HON. L. B. BOLTON (Metropolitan)
[4.48]: Like the previous speaker, I shall
vote against the second reading of the Bill.
Though not of ruite so suspicious a turn of
mind as Mr. Thomson, T agree with his re-
marks. T also ngree with Mr., Nicholson’s,
The Bill represents an unneeessary inter-
ferenee with people who, under present con-
ditions, probably subsist by the aid of three
or four hoarders.

[COUNCIL.)

The Chief Seeretary: They will still be
able to have three boarders under the Bill.
It is only a matter of vegistration.

Hon. J. Nicholson: What about boarding
house keepers at Albany?

Hon. L. B, BOLTON: The proposed
amendment is not at all necessary, and there-
fore I oppose the measure.

HON. W. J. MANN (South-West)
[449]: I wish fo view the Bill from another
aspect.  In some watering places numerous
persons conduct guest honses, not so much
beeause that is their desire but because very
many city people beg of them to open their
houses and provide accommodation during
cerfain petiods of the year. On the coast
line there would be scarcely one of those
establishments with aecommodation for less
than six persons. Often they ean aceommo-
date a dozen. However, those houses ave
opened for only portion of the year. The
Honorary Minister assures us that there is
no risk of inspectors being officious and
harassing those persons, but practical experi-
cnee has hardly borne out that view, I can
quote a case that oceurred some time ago al
a small watering place where a family took
in a few boarders. As the result of a
trifling disagreement the family was told by
& man that that would he the last time it
wonld be able to take in guests, for he would
see that sueh conditions were brought into
heing as would stop the family from operat-
inz. The family did not mind very much,
and merely told him to please himself. I
am not quoting that case as one originating
from the desire of the Government, but it
is the sort of case that may be expected if
such boarding hounses are to be registered.
Most of them are splendidly conducted, so
much so that frequenily their accommoda-
tion is booked up months before the festive
season. We are now in  October, and I
donht whether some of those places have
any accommodation still unbooked. A few
of them take in three or four hoarders.
There is no neeessity for a Bill of this kind
to make the minimum lower than it is now.

The Honorary Minister: At present some
of them take in more than six,

Hon. W. J. MANN: T agree with 1Mr.
Thomson that this is another of those irri-
tating propoesals which the Government
would do well to let alone.

HON. E. V. PIESSE (South-Easi
[4.52]: Some two vears ago a Bill contain-
ing a provision of this nature was intro-
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duced, and I then supported the reduetion
of the number of boarders from six to four.
With the knowledge T have of country dis-
tricts where hoarding houses have to pay
union rates of wages, are under the Fae-
tories and Shops Aet, and have to register
their employees, T ean certifv that many of
them arc in a good financial position. In
my own town I know of railway men and
others well situated who take in hoarders
and do not pay the same wages and ob-
serve the same eonditions as other boarding
house keepers. Anyone faking three board-
ers should have fo employ lahour. Cor-
tainly three boarders are as many as, say,
a widow should have to look after. If she
does look after more than three boarders,
it is too much work for her. Thercfore I
sapport the Bill.

On motion by the Honorary Minister,
dehate adjourned.

RESOLUTION—YAMPI SOUND IRON
ORE DEPOSITS.
Commonwealth Embargo.

Debate resumed from the 28th Septem-
hor on motion by the Chief Seeretary to
conenr in the Assembly’s resolution as fol-
lows:—

That this Parliament of Western Australia
emphatically protests against the embargo
placed by the Commonwealth Government on
the export of iron ore from Australia, in view
of its disastrous effeets upon the development
of the State. We consider that the informa-
tion available does wot warrant such drastie
action, and we urge the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment to remove the embargo.

to which Hon. A. Thomson (South-East)
fad moved an amendment as follows:—

That the following words be added to the
motion for concurrence:—*‘Provided the reso-
Iution he amended by striking out all the words
after * Western Australin® and inserting in lieu
the following words:— considers the embargo
imposed by the Federal Government on the
export of iron ore—which has been done in
the interests of the whole of Australia—means
a serious loss to the State of Western Aus-
tralia in particular, and it is considered there-
forn that a substantial grant should he made
by the Federal Government to compensate this
State for the disastrous effect this embargo has
caused in the loss of emplovment for its work-
ers and the retarding of development in the
Yampi area; such grant to be earmarked for
the development of the northern portion of the
State.” ’?

.
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HON. G. FRASER (West) [454]): 1 can
outline my attitude on the amendment in a
very few minutes. At no price would I
entertain it. There is already 2 State
Grants Commission to deal with that as-
peet, and the earrying of the amendment
will not get Western Australia any further
with respeet to the Commission. The atti-
tude of wvarious members on the question
surprises me. It has been asgerted that
the political colour of the Federal Govern-
mont to-day being different from that of
the Western Australian Government is a
reason for bringing the matter forward.
That phase is aliogether too petty to merit
any consideration. What I fail to under-
stand, in partienlar, is the attitude of repre-
sentatives of the North Province. For many
vears our desive has been to assist that pro-
vince from the population aspect. Now,
when an opportunity oceurs to promote
development and works are established, the
members in question resist the proposal.

Hon, G, W, Miles: Some of them do.

Hon. G. FRASER: I can only judge by
those who have spoken so far. Neither of
those two members has given the metion his
blessing. They have rather left the opposite
impression,

Hon. G. W. Miles: They may alter their
opinion when they have heard my views,

Hon, G. FRASER: I am glad to gather
from the interjection that the hon. member
will support the motion, and T hope he will
be able to achieve what he forecasts, namely
an alteration in the attitude of his fellow-
members,

Hon, G. W. Miles: I think I shall be more
convineing than other members,

Hon. G. FRASER: Mr, Miles has a diffi-
cult task ahead of him, and I wish him the
best of luek in his venture, I shall not enter
upon the international situation, because
that would open up a tremendous gquestion
which, if followed to its logical conclusion,
wounld have to take into consideration the
selling of anything at all to a foreign nation
that in future may become an cnemy of ours.
Therefore that phase must be dismissed. The
aspeet which appeals to me is that the em-
hargo deprives Western Australia of the
opportunity to establish another industry,
and Heaven knows this State requires addi-
tional industries!

Hon. G. W. Miles: And a deep-water pori
thrown in.
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. Hon. G. FRASER: Particularly do we
desire the establishment of an industry in a
portion of the State for which we have bheen
endeavouring for years to do something,
Looking at the matter from a Western Aus-
fralian point of view, T consider that any
Government, irrespeetive of politieal colour,
should take exeeption to the placing of the
embargo on the export of iron ore. The
phase that worries me more than any other,
however, is that if this industry were already
established and had been working for many
years, the embargo would have been io the
last degree serious. Tts imposition at the
very commencement of operations indicates,
to me at all events, the shutting of the door
against the investment of capital in that in-
dustry. In view of the experience in this
case, T doubt whether any future company
will invest capital in the industry here. This
case in itself is sufficient to doprive Western
Australia of future investments of capital.
It appears as if Western Australia  will
never have the opportunity of establishing
an iron idustry. Apart from all other con-
siderations, the imposition of the embargo at
this stage means a most serious loss to the
State. The position becomes doubly worse
when we eonsider that the injustice—I ean
find no other term to describe it—is being
inflicted upon a portion of the State and of
the Commonwealth that stands in greatest
need of encouragement, TWhen, on the eve
of our establishing a community in this most
sparsely settled part of the State, another
Government steps in and does something to
prevent the advancement of the projeet, it is
tragical. I have not bad an oppertunity to
visit the North-West and therefore cannot
speak of loeal conditions, but as a Western
Aunstralian T regret execedingly that steps
should have been taken hy the Commonwealth
to prevent the establishment of a new in-
dustry there.

I repeat that 1 ecannot understand the
objections of those members who have
spoken in opposition to the motion. Some
have stated that {o concur in the Assembly’s
resolution will not get us any further. That
might be so or it might not; we cannot fore-
tell the future, but if members refuse to
endorse the resolution of protest, their aetion
will he tantamount to admitting to the
people of the Bastern States that we do not
worry much about the establishment of in-
dustrics here.  During the past year we

have heard many complaints against the

{COUNCIL.]

o
Commonwealth Government on the score that
its actions hamper the industries of this
State. Yel, now that action has been taken
to kill operations that wounld have developed
into a Jarge industry, members are prepared
to oppose a motion of protest. I hope that
some members  will review their declared
attitude, and that when the question is put,
they will be found voting Eor it, Tf they do
so, they will be showing the Commonwealth
Government that any interference with the
industries of this State will not be tolerated
without at least some protest from them. I
do not wish to debaie the international as-
peets or the benefits that would have acerued
to the North-West from the establishment of
this industry. T speak merely from the point
of view that the Commonwecalth embargo
will prevent the establishment of a new in-
dustry in this State, Therefore I shall op-
pose the amendment, and support the motion,

On motion hy Hon. G. W, Miles, debate
adjourned.

BILL—LOCAL COURTS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

HON. E. M. HEENAN (North-East)
[5.3] in moving the second reading said:
This i< a short Bill that seeks to amend Sec-
tion 126 of the Loeal Courts Act, 1904-30.
The particular section appears under the
heading “Execution against goods” and
beging—

A bailiff, under a warrant of execution, by
which he is dirvected to levy a sum of money,
mayv seize and take, nnd eause to he sold any
goods which the person named in the warrant
15 or may he possessed of or entitled to, or
which e has power to assign or dispese of.

The proviso that the Bill seeks to amend
reads—

Provided that the following goods shall be
protected from scizure:—wearing apparel of
such person to the value of five pounds, and
of his wife to the value of five pounds, and of
his family to the value of twoe pounds for each
member thercof dependent on him; hedding
to the value of five pounds and an additional
sum of ome pound for each member of his
family dependent on him; implements of trade
to the value of five pounds, family photographs
and portraits.

Since the passing of the Aet thaf section
has not been amended. The usual proce-

o
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dure is that after a plaintiff has obtained
Judgmnent, he may recover the amount of the
judgment in two or three different ways.
Oune is to issue a warrant of execution and
sell the goods owned Ly the debtor. The
first of the goods that cannot he <old hy the
bailiff exeruting the warrant are those men-
tiened, namely, wearing apparel of such
person to the value of £3, of his wife to the
value of £5, and of each member of the
family to the vaine of £2. The Bill does
not propose to amend that part of the pro-
vision, but does seck to give relief by pro-
viding protection for hedding, household
furniture and appliances to the valne of
£23; implements of trade to the value of
£25; family photographs and portraits. T
submit that that is a reazonable proposal,

Hon. J. Nicholson: That i= an increase
of £20,

Hon, E. M. HEENAXN: Ye= in about 34
years. At present implements of trade are
protected o the value of only €5. The pro-
posed amendment speaks for itself and, I
submit, 15 reasongzhic and equitabie. If a
ereditor is enforeing execuiion against an
unfortunate debtor, the furniture in the
house, which really helongs to the wife and
children as much as to the man, might
reasonably be protected to the amount of
£25. Members will agree that £23 worth of
furnitore and eooking utensils, ete., would
not represent very much. When this fegis-
lation was passed in 1904 the Legislature
considered that £3 worth of implements of
trade would be reasonable. Since that time,
however, values have greatly increased,” and
all will agree that to shpulate £25 worth of
implements of trade iz not wunreasonable
nowadays. A kit of carpenter’s tools, I be-
heve, could not be procured for that sum.
Further, when a bailiff iz allowed to sell,
such sales do not always prodonce the true
value of the articles and they are sacrvificed.
The Bili should appeal to all members. This
section has not breen amended since the Aet
came into operation, and the proposed
amendment will merely bring it np to date.
I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On wotion by Hon. H. 8. W. Parker, de
bate adjourned.
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MOTION—LANDS, CASE OF
A J. ADDIS.

Lo Inquire by Select Committee.

Debate resumed from the 21st September
on the following motion by Hon. A. Thom-
son {South-East) :—

That & select vommiitee be appointed to in-
vestigate and report upon the circumstances
in which A, J. Addis, a favmer of Pingrup, was
dispossessed of his heolding and to make such
vecommendations as the committee may think
fit in regard to this man and what action
should be taken in his ease.

HON. E. H. H. HALL (Central) [5.11]:
L have taken the opportunity to go carefully
through this rather large file. The date of
the first communication from Addis about
the farm was the 25th Febraary, 1930, 1
have hetore me the livst report submitted hy
Agrienltural Bank officials dated the .12th
May, 1830. | am going to ask the House to
bear with me while 1 read the reports of the
field inspector and of the district inspector.
The field inspector, Mr. I. G. Brown wrote—

This settler is husy cropping 300 acres of
new ground and 100 acres of fallow, He has
heen granted ussistance for cropping 200 acres
of this area. He has a Case tractor and the
Gaston 12 d. seeder on the place on which he
has paid nothing, so that he will have big pay-
ments to meet from this harvest. Alse he wil)
have to pay for seed and super advanced for
cropping. Tf the Gaston sceder i3 purchased
for him and the tractor should be reposseased,
Addis will he left with a machine that will he
useless on account of the horse power mecded
to pull it. The bloek weould, T think, carry
the further elearing loan, but I eannot recom-
mend paying for the Gaston sceder. Addis is
a good worker, but a hopeless muddler, and
unless his erop is a phenomenal one, his finan-
cial position at harvest time will be bad.

The district inspeetor wrote to the sub-
manager of the Bank as follows:—

I support the inspector’s remarks. Gaston
machinery is mot a poor man’s proposition,
This machine takes six good horses to work it.
T eannot see Addis making a suceess of this
PMaee. He has not yet paid Ellis the last in-
stalment on the property and he is well inte
the W.A, Farmers and the local storckeeper.
11 resolves itseif into a gamble ¢n this year’s
erop. E. Kelso, 11th .Tune, 1930,

Hon. A. Thomson: That remark about the
aamble applied to all farmers.

Hon. E. H. 1T. HALL: That oceurred in
1930, not awav hack in the early days of
agricultural settlement in this State. By
that vear those responsible for settling onr
agricultural areas shonld have known that &
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man could not be set up in the business of
farming—favming is as much a business ns
is storekeeping—and expected to make a sue-
cess of it unless he had capital. Even on
the departmental file the particulars given
are delightfully vague concerning the dis-
tauee of the farm from the nearest siding.
There is a reference fo 12 miles, 12} miles,
15 miles and 16 miles.  Perhaps members
representing the Province might tell us what
the distanee from the farm to the siding
really is. This man, who went out to a farm
all that distance from the railway, was
doomed Lo the fate that was surely awaiting
him. T

Hon. A. Thomson: He had £700 when he
went there.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Had he been pos-
sessed of £7,000 he might have had a chance.
Early in the picce he was in trouble, as is
shown by the first references to him on the
file. On the 2nd April, 1931, the district in-
Spector says—

The settler is 2 hard worker, but stands alone

in his inability to manage his affairs.
The Agricultural Bank was under no mis-
apprehension eoneerning this unfortunate in-
dividual. e was known to be a hard worker,
but was unable to manage his affairs. In the
very beginning he seemed to have had no
money, and the sum of £6 was advanced fo
him for the purchase of stores. The late Mr.
Arnold Piesse, member for Katanning, took
an interest in this man. He wrote to the
Agricultural Bank on the 4th June, 1932,
saying—

I am satisfied that the Bunk was not at

fault. Addis has worked hard in developing
hig farm.
T am now coming to the end of the chapter.
Addis was a prolific wrifer. If many clients
of the instifution were like Addis it is a
wonder to me that Mr. MeLarty retained his
reasoen. We know that the Wheatorowers'
Union, a powerful hody, took up the ease, as
did also the Returned Boldiers’ League. A
justiec of the peace talked about a eivil war
if the Bank insisted on dispossessing this
client. We now reach the stage when tenders
were ealled. This is what Mrs. Addis said in
a letter to the disiriet inspector on the 28th
October, 1933—

Sinee this property was improved by my hus-
band T realise that a large sum of monevy was
expended in cffecting the existing improve-
ments, in addition te advareces made by vouwr
department. I Dbeg to ask that you accept my

[COUNCIL.]

tender offering tlhe full amount owing on the
property, provided of eourse that horses, har-
ness and plough wounld be on the property,
otherwise their value of £386 be credited. We
do not wish any of the public or taxpayers’
money to be written off, and therefere make
a firm offer of £1,000 for the property. No
further advunces would be expected from your
department.  We could finanee all the neces-
sary improvements.

The officer who dealt with this offer was an
official designated “Clerk in charge of pro-
perty sules” T do not know his name be-
cause only his initinls appear, He says—
The only tenderer for this property, which
contning 3,575 ncres 2 reoods 14 perches, situ-
uted 15 miles north-eust of Pingrup and de-
seribed as 620 neres first-class mallee, gimlet,
York gum aud silmon, 43 acren seeond-class fair
mitllee sandy soil on clay, balanece third-class
poor sandy mallee and sandplain, is Mrs. G.
I. 8. Addis, wife of our late mortgagor. MMrs,
Addis’s tender is not eicar. Tn the first place
she states she is prepared to take over all lia-
bilities and finishes up with a firm offer of
£1,000, It is unlikely that any better results
will he obtained under her management. Under
the circumstances I ean only recommend her
offer be deelined.
The note on the file by the trustees iz “Mrs.
Addis’s offer deelined.” T have here & note
dated the 24h July, 1931, dealing with the
improvements on the place. This sets ont—
Cleared 1,750 acres, valued ot £1,800: 500
tn 600 acres good fallow: 1,250 cubic yard dam
£93 15s.; shed 40ft. by 14ft, £100; totnl
£2193 1ds.; Agricultural Bank indebtedness,
£300; halance, £1,393 15s.

T do not know how high in the department
this particular official ranks, hbut he met the
ofter with a blank refusal, and on bis recom-
mendation the trustees deelined to aceept.
Appavently the reason for the rvefunsal was
that the offer was made hy a woman, who
was the wife of a man deseribed as a hard
worker but no business man and a muddler.
T perused the file this afternoon for two
hours, and am satisfied that no man counld
have reeeived hetter (reatment than Addis
did. Two Ministers Tor Lands, one the pre-
sent oecupant of the portfolio, and the
other the Ton. C. {I. Latham—these hon.
gentlemen do not often agree on anyvthing—
were in absolnte agreement with respect to
this man. The Leader of the Op]msntlon is
himself a returned soldier.

Hon, J, Corneli: So
made the recommendation.

Hon. \. Thomsen: The offer stated that
no further advanee would be required.

ig fthe clerk that
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Hon, E. H. H, HALL: T cannot help feel-
ing that the offer was incorrectly dealt with.
When such an offer is made for a property
like this, some investization ought to be
made into it.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: I understand that a
deposit must accompany all such tenders,
and that when no deposit is paid, no tender
1s accepted.

Hon. E. H. Angelo: That was not given
as a reason for turning down the offer,

Hon, E. H, H, HALL: I was amazed to
find the offer had been turned down without
any sound reason being given for the refusal.

Hon, A. Thomson: That showed the man
was justified in saxing he was victimised.

Hon, F;. H. H. HALL: We who travel
about the country know that the Agricultural
Bank has frequently turned down tenders
for properties. We do not need to oo to
Muresk or Roseworthy College to know that
land deteriorates when left idle. I have it
on good authority that this partienlar farm,
after five vears, is still lving idle.

Hon. A. Thomson: That is the position.

Ton. J. 7.
again,

Hon, E. H. H. HALL: In the first place
I was inclined not to support this motion,
but I now think an inguiry should be held.
The woman’s offer may not have been worth
the paper it is written on, bhut it may have
been. Some action should have been faken
to aseertain what was bchind it. We have
only the files to guide us. The clerk in
charge of property soles turned down the
offer, and the trustees of the Bank approved.
T think Addis has been given every possible
consideration. The place was thrown open
for tender, and the wife puf in a tender of
£1,000, T anderstand, without paying a de-
posit. The Bank had stayed its hands for
a long time and had been very patient, Tt
might, therefore, have given the wife an op-
portunity to prove whether she was able to
carry on the property.

Hon, A. Thomson: The Bank could not
have Tost all it did lose if these people had
heen allowed fo remain.

The PRESIDEXNT: Order!

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Not hecaunse I
feel that the man has lacked consideration
at the hands of the Bank, but beeause I
think an inquiry should he held as to the
bona fides of the offer, I will =upport the
motion.

1 . > LE]
rroiles ; ANy grown ap)
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HON. C. H  WITTENOOM (South-East)
[5.27]: | am only slightly acquainted with
Addis, and do not know him well. The
motion asks for the appointment of a select
committee to investigate and repert uponx
the case, and endeavour to ascertain what is
at the bottom of the trouble. The report
would settie a question that has been
disturbing the minds of the representafives
of the Provinee for eight or nine years.
Some members have stated that it an inquiry
is held requests will be made for investiga-
tions intp other instances of the kind.
Knowing a little about thix case, I think it is
an unusual one. That is strengthened by
the great amount of interest that has been
taken in it by many people. The Wheat-
growers’ Union investigated the matter
carefully, and it was distussed by per-
sons  almost all over the lower Great
Southern. I  have not lacked very
carefully  into  the 6les. but  notice
that Mrs. Addis made an  offer of
£1,000 for the property. This offer was u
definite one, but the reply she received from
the Bank was by no means clear, and T find
l“ﬂi{'ﬂ:‘m:}' in 1'.:‘.(]::1‘.‘:12‘-1‘.(‘.51‘-5 -u':‘l-l‘l, :t Tatani.
The offer was tarned down. apparently for
the sole reason that Mrs. Addis was the wife
of this particular settler.

Ton. J. Cornell: Do yon not know that

the trustees were forced by law to ecall for
tenders?

Hon, C. H. WITTENOOM: The property
is n good one. No nse is being made of it
to-day, and the wvalue is declining. The
Bank will make quite a big loss over it. I
intend to support the motion. Addis was
apparvently a good worker, and farmed his
Jand well.  When M. Thomson submitted
his motion originally, he fquoted fignres that
demonstrated the eapabilities of this settler.
The file shows that Addis eleared 1,500 acres
in two years.

Hon. T. Craig: Apparently he had only
400 acres,

Hon, C. H. WITTENQQOM: He definitely
cleared 1,500 acres, but had 130 acres uader
crop,

Fon. L. Craig: That was all the timber
country he had.

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: He started
oft with over £700 of his own ecapital.

Hon. L. Craig: The file shows that the
rest of the holding is sandplain,
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Hon, A, Thomson: I have Deen on the
properiy, and know how much sandplain
there is on it.

Hon, L. B. Bolton: According to the file,
there were 680 acres of first-class land
carrying mallee, gimlet and York gum.

Hon. C. H. WITTENQOM: As indicating
that he was 2 capahle farmer, his erop was
estimated to give a yield of 15 bushels.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: That was the estimate,
but what was the astual yield?

Hon. C. H, WITTENOOM: If he had a
ecrop estimated to return 15 bushels to the
aere, he must have farmed well.

Hon. A. Thomson: The trouble was he
could not get bags, and had to leave the
wheat on the ground.

The PRESIDENT: Order! Mr. Thomson
will have an opportunity to reply to the
debate.

Hon. C. H. WITTENQOQAM : So much has
been said shout this man’s position during
the past few years that I should have
thought the Commissioners of the Agrieul-
tural Bank would welcome an inquiry of this
pature. I hope the House will agree to the
motion.

HON A. THOMSON (Sputh-East—in
reply) [5.32]: I have listened attentively to
the objeetions raised to the motion. The
contention has been advanced that the pro-
posed action would establish a precedent
and would lay up trouble for the future.
Irrespective of whether it would establish
a preeedent, if members honestly believe
that an injustiee has been done to this man,
then, despite the fact that his case has been
dealt with at law and he failed in that
sphere, they should agree to a further in-
quiry.

Hon. J. Cornell: What good wonld the
inquiry do?

Hon. A. THOMSON: The same guestion
conld have been put scores of times when
we were asked to agree to select commiltees
to inquire into various other matters.

Hon. J. Cornell: All it could do would
he to eateh another vote or two.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. A. THOMSON: I think Mr. Cornell
is very unfair in levelling such a charge
against me and my colleagues. I ask him
to withdraw his statement.

The PRESIDENT: Yes, and T am sure he
will do so.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. J. Corneli: I withdraw.

Hon. A. THOMSON: The question at
issue is whether this man has received jus-
tice. Mr. E. H. H. Hall’s remarks defi-
nitely prove that Addis has a ecrtain
amonnt of justice on his side. I do not pro-
pose to quote extensively from the file, but
I shall refer to one or two matters. Before
doing s0, T shall mention some phases dealt
with by Mr. Hall. During the pertinent
period, much distress existed throughout the
wheatgrowing industry, In that depressing
time, many farmers felt they were not re-
ceiving a fair deal from cither the Govern-
ment or the Agricaltural Bank. I admit
quite frankly that both the Government and
the Bank had their worries, but neverthe-
less thev laid down conditions under which
the farmers had to hand over the whole of
their proceeds to the Bank, and then, later
on, when the Bank authorities had an
opportunity to investigate individual claims,
certain amounts were veturned to the far-
mers to enahle them to purchase stores and
goods. Tet members consider the position
of the nen on the land at that time, Addis,
like others, possessed a spirit of independ-
enee, and had taken up land on which he had
worked hard. T ecandidly admit that if T
had heen farming under similar conditions,
I would have seen the Government and the
Commissioners of the Bank in a place that
i5 much warmer than this Chamber hefore
I would have handed over the whole of my
proceeds to the Bank and then depended on
the goodwill of one of the Bank’s officials
for the payment of a certain amount for the
purchase of food for me and my family.

Hon. J. Cornell: The Bank is still doing
that.

Hon. A. THOMSON : That was the posi-
tion throughout the wheatgrowing areas at
the time. Members will appreciate how men
like Addis felt regarding their position.
Addis had invested over £700 of his own
money in the property, and when he was
dispossessed, his interest indebfedness to the
Agrienltural Bank was only £110. He has
every reason Lo feel that he was victimised
and made an example of by the Agricultural
Bank. There is another point mentioned by
Mr. K. H. H. Hall. Tenders were called. True,
as Mr. Cornell suggested, the Agricultural
Bank Commissioners had to eall for tenders,
hut only one tender was submitied. Addis
and hiz wife had taken up land about 16
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miles east of Pingrup, and had developed
their holding. They had erected a shack
that the Agvicultural Bank insured for £75.

Member: And stables, too.

Hon. A, THOMSON: Addis’s wife sub-
mitted a tender for £1,000. As to whether
it was or was not a2 genuine tender, I have
been informed by the member for Katan-
ping (Mr. Watts) that he honestly believes
that money would have heen made available
by friends of the Addis family, who eame
from the North of Ireland. The property
had been developed for three years, and,
on the showing of the Bank inspector,
Addis was a hard worker but, it was said,
be was a muddler. Members do not have
to go to the farming community enly to
find muddlers. In every walk of life there
are men who, while hard workers, are
muddlers in business.

Hon. H. Tuckey: And the interest owing
was only £110.

Hon. A, THOMSOXN: I understand that
is so.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: The file shows that
£242 wus owing.

Hon. A, THOMSON: Not at the time of
actual dispossession. The Agrienltural Bank
Commissioners refused to allow Addis to
stay on the land, and he was evicted. I am
convineced that the Bank Commissioners
made an example of Addis in order to deter
militants in the Wheatgrowers’ Union from
pursuing the methods they were adopting in
the agricultural areas. I am convinced of
that, becaunse, after ealling for tenders and
receiving only one, the Bank Commissioners
gaid, “No, we will not have anything to do
with it.” No reason was given for refusing
to accept the tender. What wa« the result
of the departmental action? The shack on
the property was insured by the Bank for
£75. The bunilding remained on the property,
and eventually the Bank obtained £12 for it,
having sold it as second-hand material.
That was one effeet following npon the evie-
tion of Addis. Every member knows that
when improved land is neglected, it guickly
reverts to nature. Another resnlt of the
Bank’s action was that the whole of the
money invested by Addis, as well as that
advanced to him by the State, was lost.
Surely it would have heen reasonable, see-
ing that Addis said he did not want any fur-
ther advance, to allow him to remain on his
property! Mr. Cornell said that this matter
had been dealt with by the R.8.L. For onee
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that organisation has not been able to obtain
Jjustice for one of its members,

Hon. J. Cornell: Did not My,
agree?

Hon. A. THOMSON: Even Mr. Latham
is liahle to make a mistake, just as Me. Cor-
nell and I are. I am fighting for justice for
this man, I desire an inquiry by a select
committer, so that Addis may appear before
it and state his ease in his own way. No
one knew Mr. Girogan or Mr. MecLarty hetter
than I; when I was a member of another
place I saw them frequently. 1 always
found them svmpathetic to the interests of
clients. I do not desire to cast any reflee-
tion wpon those two gentlemen, but I feel
certain that Addis was evicted and made an
example of because of the activities of the
Wheatgrowers’ Union,

Hon. H, V. Piesse: There is no doubt
about that.

Hon, A, THOMSON: I am convinced on
the point. Despite the fact that the matter
had gone to the law courts and Addis had
suffered defeat, members will admit that it
is very difficult for a layman to appear
before the Supreme Couri and subwmii bis
case 85 he desires, When Addis wished to
place certain evidence hefore the eonrt, it
was ruled out by the presiding judge as
irrelevant. What hope had Addis of sub-
mitting the case that he desired to have
ventilated? He is certainly a voluminous
writer, and I do not hold with everything
that he did; in fact, he was very foolish.

The Chief Secretary: Have you had cor-
respondence with him recently?

Hen, A. THOMSON: Yes, and I could
quote quite a number of his letters. I hope
the House will agree to the appointment of
& select commiitee, because I want this man's
case thoroughly ventilated. T want him to
he ahle to appear before the committee and
give the cvidence that he desires to submit.
While it is true the select committee could
merely make recommendations to the Gov-
ernment or to the Bank Commissioners,
nevertheless I think that the evidence would
prove either that he has been dealt with as
fairly as possible or that he is entitled to
more consideration. The file shows that on
the 1lst November, 1937, the present Min-
ister for Lands wrote to the Chairman of
Commissioners of the Bank as follows—

Some years ago the Bank compulsorily evieted
a settler named Addis and repossessed his pro-
perty, which was in the Katanning distriet.
Mr. Powel, the President of the Wheatgrowers’

Latham
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Union, interviewed me and requested that the
Bank should rcinstate Mr. Addis on his pro-
perty. I promised to submit the matter for
the Commissioners’ deeision, as the question
is one that comes within theiv jurisdietion. As
Mr. Powell is waiting for n reply, I should
like you to give the matter carly consideration.

The reply furnished by the Secretary of the
Bank Commissioners, under date the 9th
November, was as follows—

[ have to acknowledge receipt of your let-
ter of the lst inst., advising that Mr, Powell,
Tresident of the Wheatgrowers® TUnion, had
requested that the Bank might reinstate Mr.
Addis on the property formerly owned by him,
which is mortgaged to the Bank. The Com-
missioners have given consideration to the
question raised by Mr. Fowell, but desire to
point out that as the holding is open for selee-
tion at the Lands Department, the matter is
therefore one for that department to deter-
mine. At the samc time, the Commissioncrs
dceided they are mot prepared to agree to this
ex-gettlers’ re-instatement as a elient of the
Bank,

Mhis man had said he did not want any
Lurther assistanee, and the Bank had simply
evieted him. On the 15th June, 1937, M.
Walker, as the valuer, wrote—

Re A. J. Addis: This property was repos-
sessedl by the Bank in 1933, the area being
3,675 acres. It is open for selection at the
Tands Department. I recommend you to assess
value of Bank's equity in the holding at £450
{bare).

Tt will thus be scen that the Bank lost a con-
siderable amount of moncy. Next I should
like to quote a letter written hy Addis to
ihe Premier in 1934 in whieh Addis stated—

All Bank ¢vidence was tendered in eourt, but
comprehensive and strong evidence of mine
which the trial judge ruled out as being irrcle-
vant, lefl me without a defence and made the
case an eagy win for the Bank, the Bank offi-
cials having enginecred the default on which
the verdict was given.

The man was quife convinced that the Bank
had engineered the defanlt and that he was
being made an example,

The Chief Seerctary: Do yon think that
1% s09?

Hon. A. THOMSON: A perusal of the
Hle rather tends fo confirm my opinion. [
honestly think he was made an example of
because of the astivities of the Wheat-
growers’ Union, of which he was a mem-
ber, and therefore he did not receive the
wonsideration given to other clients of the
Bank. The eourt dealt with the case as it
was submitted by the Bank.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. J. Cornell: Me makes a serious
charge against Mr. MeLarty.

Hon, A. THOMSON: I am stating what
I believe to be the position and 1 propose
to read one or two letters which will eonvey
that impression.

Hon. J. J, Homes: What would you have
done with a man like this if the property
had heen yours?

Hon. A. THOMSON: T do not think such
a position would have arisen if a private
individual had owned the land. 1 will read
a letter to show there was a considerable
amount of fecling in the distriet.

The Honorary Minister: What happened
was {he usual practice followed by the Bank.

Hon. A. THOMSOXN: The Bank’s treat-
ment of Addis was the reason for the dis-
satisfaetion amongst the wheat-growing com-
munity. The letter I am about to quote—it
was written to the Minister for Lands—
shows elearly, more clearly than I ean do, the
fecling that existed in those areas at the time
Addis was dispossessed. The letter is from
one of the finest scttlers in the distriet, Mr.
Cr. Altham, and it reads—

I think Addis was justified in refusing the
terms that were offered to him. MHe may be
what your Bank officials say, namely, a bad
nan to get on with, but the fact is Addis had
a very hard time in the war and hy tempera-
ment i3 suffering from jt. I challenge your
Bank officials to prove that Addis is not_a good
farmer and a hard worker,

The words in the last sentenee ave under-
lined.

Surety these are two good things in his fav-
onr. Addis has a wife and yvoung family Jiving
16 miles from n siding and T think he should
not be worried by thése threais.

I have another complaint to make agninsi
the manager of the Agriculturnl Bank, namely,
that when Addis.was being interviewed, Mr.
McLarty brought up in the discussion that
Addis had a police record, I think this wag
a eontemptible thing to do. You are no doubt
aware that the district has been fighting against
this report, and trying to get to the bottom
of tt. I have seen a copy of the report and
personally know that the portion of the report
which deals with what took place at Piugrup
is absolute lies. What took place at Addis’s
farm I do not know. Addis says that portien
is also untrue. If we, who know the first part
of the report is unlrue, belicve Mr. Addis is
right, I think we are justified in doing so.

I will now state what is the eause of my
sending you this letter, I have spent a lot
of thought on this affair and have come to the
conclusion that if any attempt is made to take
Mr. Addis’s horses or farm from him, there
will be bloodshed. I am satisfied that the set-
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tlers of this distriet will resist any such action,
even if they have to forfeit their lives in doing
g0, I should Le very sorry te think that Pin-
grup was the first to start a civil war (and
that is what it amounts to).

After all, Addis was only asking for the

right to live out of the proceeds of his labour,
which is what every British subject is entitled
to do. I am sorry to say I am being driven
fo the conclusion that law and justice are not
the same things, in facet, are in the above case
cntirely opposite.
That letter was sent to the Minister for
Lands by a highly reputable citizen, a gentle-
man for whom T have the highest regard. I
am convinced that he wrote it with the sin-
cere desire to avoid trouble.

Ifon. L. Craig: Was there any reply to
that?

Hon. A, THOMSON: Yes. Mr. Latham,
the then Minister for Lands, replied—

Referring to your letter of the 5th tnst. on
the subject of Mr. A. J. Addis, T wired vou
on the 11th idem, but up to date have received
no reply. In the first part of vour letter you
state that you are writing in your capacity as
a justice of the peace and not as a member
of the Wheatgrowers’ Union or road beard.
My, Altham was not making any threats; he
was only warning the Minisier and advisiug
liim of the seriousness of the position. When
we sec letters of the type written by Mr.
Altham we ean quite understand the feeling
of the people in the distriet at the time. We
can alse realise how Addis was carried away
by the support that he was receiving in the
distriet. I hold no brief for anything in the
shape of illegal action; I am merely endeav-
ouring to show the state of feeling existing
at the time. Instead of heing eriticised, Mr.
Altham should have heen eommended for do-
ing what any good citizen would have done
in such a case—one that was causing a con-
siderable amount of unrest in the distriet.

Hon. J. Cornell: The hon. member is not
arguing that, beeause of the threat of blood-
shed, the request should have been granted?

Hon. A. THOMSON: No. I am arguing
that Mr. Altham did what T consider to be
tho eorrect thing. The fact that the R.S.L.
feels that there is no justification for com-
plving with Addis’s request is no reason why
this House should not give the matier con-
sideration. The Minister for Lands, continu-
ing his reply te Mr. Altham, said—

Your statement cannot be allowed to go un-
challenged. T have already requestcd_}'our per-
mnission to transmit rour communication to the
Crown Law Department. If Fon do mot desire
this to be done, you will withdraw your latter,
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failing which I shall have no alternative but to
send it to the Attorney General for any action
he may consider neecssary,

Next, Mr. Altham replies to the Minister for
Lands in the following terms:—

I received your telegram re police report,
etc. I did not reply to same as I expected be-
ing in Perth for the Wheat Advisory Couneil.
I would have very much liked to sce you per-
sonally and explain the position, but as this is
not possible T will try to explain to you what is
in my mind.

In the first place, the settlers out here seem
to have lost all faith in the present Govern-
ment and think you are exerting all your ener-
gies to pander to the eity interests at the
expense of the man on the land.

This is the letter tn the Minister for Lands
written in 1932,

Member: When the XNational-Country
Party Government was in office.

Hon. A. THOMSON : Whether that is so
or not, I am dealing with the position as it
is. The letter continues—

You will understand the spirit abroad here
when the people get into this frame of mind.
I think the action of the police in eoming out
during the night and waking settlers up to
toko their horgea from them wns wrone. The
officer was very lucky that be did not meet
with oppesition. I ask that the report about
this affair should be withdrawn. Tt was a mis-
take for the szergeant to have come out with
the agents. If it was necessary for the police
to come to Pingrup, they should have come our
alone. I told you in my last letter what I
think about the report, so will not say anything
further about it. Now, 3Mr. Latham, I do want
vou to try to realise what things are coming
to in this distriet. I am trying to do my duty
as a justice of the peace, but I can see some
of my neighbours heing driven half mad be-
cause they think the Government has aban-
doned them. T will give you an instance of
what I mean. Last week I was chairman of a
meeting when the question of the Agriculiural
Bank foreclosing on certain properties out
here was discussed. One settler said that if the
Bank sent anybody to turn him off his holding,
it would e n ecase of his being shot or else
of his shooting somecone. ¥ know this is violent
talk, but I know this man is honest and means
what he says. This man came to Pingrup a
few vears ago with £2,900. He has a family
of young children, he eannot get any eredit,
50 cannot put in a erop; but the place is his
home, and I cannot blame him for saying that
he will defend it with his lifc. The preseat is
not the time to talk about putting people off
their holdings.

The Honorary Minister: Was the Bank
saggesting that he should he puf off his hold-

ing?
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Hon. A. THOMSOXN : Yes. The letter con-
tinues—

I %ncw what the angwer will be, namely, that
you have no intention of putting people off
their holdings; but, if that is correey, why
ilreaten to do so? With regard to your re-
quest for my permission to send my letter on
to the Crown Law Department, I have no ¢b-
Jection if you think it will do any good. My
only concern is to have this police report so
dealt with that it will not be possible for it
to be brought up against Mr. Addis by the
different people with whom he has had to do
busingss. The whole affair is a regrettable
ene. [ sympathise with the sergeant in that
he wag the first officer to bump against the
W.G.U, and no doubt thought that he was
serving the Government by upholding the mer-
chant, whieh bad always heen considered the
praeper thing to do.

Hon. E. H. H, Hall: Does not the writer
suy he has no objection to sending the letter
on to the Minister?

Hon. A. THOMSOXN: He has no objee-
tion. I desire to vead another letier to
show the feeling that has been engendered
by fthis case. I also propose to read the
notes of a deputation that waited on the
Minister for Lands on the 17th July, 1933,
I regret the necessity for veading volumin-
ous reports, but 1 desire, if possible, to con-
vinee members from the file itself that an
inquiry is justified. The notes of the depu-
tation read—

Mr. A. E. Piesse introduced the deputation.

Mr. Campbell stated that at the request of
gettlers in the distriet, they were instrueted to
wait upon the Minister and urge that Mr. Addis
be reinstated on the holding . . . The Addis
case has been tried on one point only, and therc
wag nothing established against Addis escept
his default in payment of interest. The Agri-
cultural Bank and the Crown had gone to the
fullest extent possible to secure Addis’s cvie-
tiom, and it appearcd that Addis had been the
gubject of victimisation nnd spleen on the part
of the Bank. TIn a letter he had peruspd Mr.
MeLarty had stated that there were grave cir-
cumgtances which had led the Bank to take
action to eviet Addis. XNo one in the distriet
wag acqoainted with these grave circumstances,
and so far as they were aware, the only thing
against Addis was that he defaulted in his
inferest paymenis. Addis had taken up virgin
country at Pingrup in 1929, and had borrowed
£800 from the Agricultural Bank on a first
moertgage. With that money he had cleared
1,533 acres, and had excavated a 1,500 yard
dam, as well us creeted fencing. Al this work
was completed within a period of 18 months,
and for it security was given the Bank to the
extent of £800. In addition, Addis had in-
vested £1,374 of his own money in the holding.
The result of the 1928 season was disastrous to

[COUNCIL.]

all settlers, und the industry collapsed during
the 1030-31 season. Consequently, it was obvi-
ously impossible for any settler with the low
prices ruling, and who had only been two years
on the property, to meet the indebtedness dne
to the Bank. During the 1831-32 season the
Bank refused to grant credit authorities for
the purchase of fuel and this compelled set-
tlers to acquire horses. These facts and other
cireumstanees, among which was the late de-
livery of cornsacks, was the cause of Addis
obtaining proceeds amounting only to £2689
from 600 acres. In April last year Addis re-
ceived a demand for the payment of £110 in-
terest, and because he was unable to meet the
payment his goods and chattels were covered
with a Qistraint order. This was followed in
October, 1932, by an eviction order. During
this time Addis had taken every step possible
to get the Bank to waive itz action, and a
large section of the wheatgrowers in the dis-
triet had supported his request. Finally, the
case was taken to the court, and other than
the default of interest, nothing else was te-
vealed at the court. Notwithstanding the fact
that the court allowed Addis seven days in
which to quit the property, officials of the Agri-
cultural Bank, aecompanied by the police, were
on the property to take possession within three
d.ays of the verdict given by the court. Evie-
tion was completed last Thursday, and uniess
there ‘was something of which they were un-
aware, it appeared to him and other settlers
that the Bank had adopted a policy of vieti-
misation, because Addis was a member of the
Wheatgrowers’ Union,

Apparently, therefore, the settlers in the dis-
trict where Addis was farming honestly be-
lieved the Bank had pursued a poliey of vie-
timisation, because Addis was a member of
the Wheatgrowers’ 1nion.

Hon. G. W, Miles: What was the attitude
of the wheatgrowers at the time? They
were defying the laws of the country.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Their attitude was
very antagonistie; but I point out that a
ecrtain amount of justification existed for
that attitede. They were being threatened
that they would be dispossessed of their
farms. I have previously read to members
the case of a man who had spent £2,900 of
his own moncy upon bis properly and who
was threatened with evietion. I know, and
members know, that these notices in the
vast majority of cases are merely a demand;
bui let members place themselves in the posi-
tion of a man who had spent £2,900 of his
own money and worked very hard and who,
owing to a disastrous season, was threatened
with eviction becanse he could not meet his
interest payments. One can quite under-
stand the feelings of such a man. The
general feeling among the farmers was that
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1hey were not getting a fair deal. The notes
of the interview continue—

He believed that Addis should bave been
<harged with something more specific than de-
fault of interest payment . .

1 -eertainly think so, too.

. . . and was convinced that the Bank’s
attitnde was a refutation of the statement that
no trier would be evicted. In a letter to Mr.
A. E. Piesse, M.L.A., Mr. McLarty had stated
that, in view of the attitude of members of
the Wheatgrowers” Union, it had become more
and more imperative that the Bank should vin.
dieate its authority as to the dispossession of
Addis. That letter appeared to point to the
fact that Addis was being vietimised because
he was o member of the union.

1 could say a great deal more. I could
quote Mr. MeLartv’s letter; T could quote
Sergeant Buttle, the local sergeant of police,
who seid Addis was dangerous. Yet, when
Addis was searched, he was quite unarme(l.
He had threatened to shoot people and to
do all sorts of things, no doubt. I appesl
to the House to give the motion serious con-
sideration. As I say, there is much more
1 could quote, but I have no desire to weary
R Y Lol oY n...-l +hok ~
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grave injustice was done to Addis and I ap-
}.eal to members to support the motion,

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

]
meapeLn.

Ayes 10
Noes 14
Majority against .. 4
AYES.
Hon. E. H. Angelo Hon. H. V. Piesse
Hon. C. F. Baxler Hon. A. Thomson
Hou. J. T. Franklin Homn, H. Tuckey
Hon, B. H. H, Hall Hon. C. H, Wiltenoom
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon. J. A, Dimmitt

(Teiter.)
Nozs,

Hon. J. J. Holmes
Hoo. W. H. Kitson

Hon. L. B Holron
Hon. J. Cornell

Hen., L. Craig Hon. W. J. Mann

Hon, J. M. Drew Won. G. W Miles

Heon. G. Fraser Houn. J. Nicholson

Hon, E. H, Gray Hon. H. Seddon

Hon. E. M. Heenan Hon. H, 8. W. Parker
{Teller.)

Question thns negatived.

* House adjourned at 6.15 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—LAND, UNPAID RATES.
As to .lmending Legislation.

Mr. SAMPSOX asked the Minister for
Works: Owing to the cumbersome work,
heavy cost and ineffective result frequently
following upon the offering of land for sale
by auction on account of non-payment of
rates due to loeal anthorities, is it his inten-
tian this session te bring down an amend-
ment to the Aet providing for more effective
and flexible legislation?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
The subjeet is now receiving consideration
in eonjunetion with other suggested amend-
ments to the Local Government Acts.

RILL—RETURNED SAILORS AND SO0L-
DIERS’ IMPERIAL LEAGUE OF
AUSTRALIA, W.A. BRANUH IN-
CORPORATED (ANZAC CLUB CON-
TROL).

Introduced by Hon,
read a first time.

C. G,

Latham, and

BILL—SAILORS AND SOLDIERS'
SCHOLARSHIP TUND.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
A. H. Panton—Leederville) [4.35] in moving
the second yeading said: The Bill will give
the trustees of this scholarship fund power to
utilise the money for purposes other than
those originally get out. The amount in the
fund was snbseribed from the money repre-
sented by war gratuity bonds issued to sol-
diers who had returned from the War.
Those contribntions were made as a rvesult



